*    ACCESSION    *

than he felt he had a right to expect; and he was so dis-
gusted by the meagre marriage settlement proposed
that he threatened to break off the match. By the end of
1818, however, he was safely married to a German Prin-
cess, and had taken his Duchess on a continental tour of
visits to relations.

There now began amongst the Royal Dukes an inten-
sive effort to produce a legitimate heir to the throne of
England. The year 1819 saw a number of births in the
Royal circle; the Duchesses of Clarence and Cambridge
had children within a few days of each other, though
the Clarence child died almost immediately, whilst in
May occurred what was subsequently to prove the most
momentous birth of all, that of the Princess Victoria of
Kent.

All the Duke of Clarence's prospects of legitimate
issue ended similarly in disappointment, though he
appears to have continued hoping until the end of his
life. Two years before his death Greville heard rumours
that an heir was imminent, while the Queen had only
to look ill to start Society speculating whether, in the
event of her death, the King would marry again and
produce a Prince of Wales.

To his Fitzclarence children (Mrs. Jordan's) he was a
devoted father, and on becoming King did his best to
provide them with both rank and position.

At first the Duke of Clarence thoroughly enjoyed
being King. Charles Greville describes his accession in
1850:

'His exaltation (for the moment) completely turned
his head, but as his situation got familiar to him he be-
came more composed and rational, if not more dignified
in his behaviour. The moral and intellectual qualities of
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